CHAPTER V
CHAUCER'S HUMOUR

Cmncs may be divided in opinion as to
Chaucer's right to be called the Father of
English poetry, but there can be no question
that 'he is the first great English humorist.
As far back as Henry Ill's reign fabliaux had
been imported from France, but they took
no real root in English soil, and though their
coarse jests and indecent situations were
fully appreciated by thirteenth- and four-
teenth-century readers, they never rose above
the level of collections of " merrie tales"
and made no pretensions to originality or
literary style. The same stories were re-
peated again and again, with slight variations,
and are often to be found in Indian or Arabian
versions as well as in French and English.
Chaucer alone, showed that it was possible
to see in them a revelation of human naturi.
The romances, as has been said, were far
more French than English, and, even so,
comparatively few of them show any flicker

of humour.   Aucassin and Nicolette stands
us